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Spotlight of the week: New personnel! On Monday, March 2, we welcomed two new civil servants. J. Sanglard
(left) will stay with us for four weeks and N. Rentsch (right) will be at Mont Terri for four months. We're looking
forward to a nice collaboration! On the image you see them during one of the first tasks, taking water samples and
measuring conductivity and pH for source protection during the drilling of Deborah. One of the measuring
stations comes with a beautiful view of St-Ursanne’s train viaduct next to our office buildings (Fig. J. Windisch,
swisstopo).



CD-A (Influence of Humidity on Cyclic and Long-Term Deformations) experiment
« From Tuesday to Wednesday, March 3-4, M. Furche, T. Tietz and A. Engelke (BGR) performed maintenance on the ERT
acquisition system.

« From Wednesday to Thursday, March 4-5, S. Costabel and R. Dlugosch (BGR) performed NMR measurements inside both
Twin Niches (Figure 1).

CL (CO2LPIE-CO2 Long-Term Periodic Injection) experiment

« On Wednesday, March 4, D. Jaeggi (swisstopo) switched all Eh an pH online probes from bypass to the circuits.

« On Thursday, March 5, D. Jaeggi (swisstopo) put all Eh and pH sondes of the circuits back to bypass an increased the CO, gas
pressure in the two reservoir bottles to 22 bar.

CS-E (Mini-Fracturing and Sealing) experiment

« On Thursday, March 5, K. Tuinstra (ETHZ) was on site to collect the FibrisTerre DSS.

DB-B (Deep Borehole to resolve the Mont Terri Anticline Hydrogeology) experiment
« On Monday, March 2, M. Fradrich (Terratec) performed the cement bond log. After providing the results to the cantonal
authorities we got the green light to continue the drilling past the aquifers.

« From Monday to Tuesday, March 2-3, Stump drilled the cementing plug and the remaining concrete from the cementation
with water.

« From Tuesday to Friday, March 3-6, Stump continued drilling of BDB-B1 in two shifts down to 150 m in PQ diameter. They
were using a polymer drill mud.

« From Tuesday to Friday, March 3-6, the sampling team treated nearly 100 m of core in two shifts. They performed image
scanning, sampling sealing, mapping, MSCL scans and inventory in mDis. Additionally, the drilling fluid was traced with
Uranine and concentrations had to be checked.

« On Thursday, March 5, B. Hostettler (NMBE) was on site to map the stratigraphy of the drilled cores.

DR-C (Diffusion in a Thermal Gradient) experiment

« On Wednesday, March 4, J. Windisch and S. Schefer (swisstopo) inserted two new sampling vials into ports 2 and 3 of both
boreholes.

DR-D (Heterogeneity of Sandy Facies by Geophysical Characterization and Diffusion
Studies) experiment

« On Wednesday, March 4, J. Windisch and S. Schefer (swisstopo) inserted two new sampling vials into ports 2 and 3.

FE-M (Long-Term Monitoring of the Full-Scale Emplacement Experiment) experiment

« On Monday, March 2, J. Windisch (swisstopo) refilled the calibration bath with 50 | of demineralized water.

« On Wednesday, March 4, M. Martinez (Amphos21) was on site to repair the oscillating heaters 1 and 2. Unfortunately, a short
circuit on heater 2 occurred and the heater could not be repaired on the spot.

« From Thursday to Friday, March 5-6, M. Martinez (Amphos21) repaired heater 2 and conducted a heating and control
revision (Figure 2).

« On Friday, March 6, J. Windisch (swisstopo) restarted and fixed connection issues of the GeoMonitor acquisition system with
the online-help of J. Gisiger (Solexperts).

HS (Hydrogeological Survey of the Mont Terri Anticline) experiment

« On Tuesday, March 3, S. Schefer (swisstopo) replaced the helium bottle on the gravimeter.

IS-E (In-situ stress measurements using a novel flat jack method) experiment

« From Tuesday to Thursday, March 3-5, A. Eul (Eul GmbH), D. Novotny, M. Kerntz and C. LKege (BGR) drilled BIS-E1 down to
10.8 m. They performed four in-situ stress measurements at different depths and took the samples back to BGR (Figure 3).



LT (Long-Term Monitoring) experiment

« On Friday, March 6, C. Etter, N. Rentsch and J. Sanglard (swisstopo) measured the changes of the x/y/z axis of the joint meter
in Niche EZ-B and at the main fault in Ga98.

SW-A (Large-Scale Sandwich Seal in Opalinus Clay) experiment
« On Monday, March 2, M. Furche and T. Tietz (BGR) replaced the ERT measurement device and adjusted it to automatically

broadcast the data without a computer to test acquisition independence on field missions.
« On Thursday, March 5, S. Schefer (swisstopo) refilled the HPT of shaft 1.

Visits

Day Date | Group Name Group Size | Visitors Guide

K . H. Sager (Nagra)
Thu 5.3.2026 | Smart-Verbund (Reportage Mont Terri - Nagra) 2 P. Studer (Nagra)

Sat 7.3.2026 | Energie-Club Schweiz

16 P. Senn (Nagra)

Figures

Figure 1: CD-A:

Preparation for the NMR measurements inside the Open Twin Niche. (J. Windisch, swisstopo).
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Figure 2: FE-M: View into heater 2 (S. Schefer, swisstopo).
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Figure 3: IS-E: Inserting the tool for the small diameter plug (S. Schefer, swisstopo).



